
2019: Federal Year in Review 

I was talking with a friend the other day about how data on its own doesn’t allow for 

meaningful conclusions; the lack of context and a baseline can hobble any real lessons. 

In that same way I can look at 2019 alone and talk about how this year went, but on its 

own that isn’t a nuanced narrative.  

So let’s jump back to where NPMA was federally in 2018. 2018 was a year of highs and 

lows; we saw our preemption language in the House version of the Farm Bill due to 

amazing engagement between our members and Congress but ultimately were excluded 

from the final package.  It was a year of transition in staff – I started in Fall of 2018-  

and transitions in priorities as we put together a strategic plan under then Public Policy 

Chair Billy Tesh’s leadership. 2018 saw the ousting of EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt 

and an election that drastically changed the Congressional makeup. 2018 was a year in 

flux. 

So if 2018 was a transition, then 2019 positioned NPMA to take advantage of our 

industry’s hard work. We laid the right groundwork in 2018 to take advantage of 

whatever 2019 threw our way. 

We took a strategic plan and made real, significant progress in every area. Our staff and 

industry have united to pursue strategic and well understood goals to advance where we 

go in every aspect of public policy. We can measure our progress in tangible ways, and 

ensure that our industry understands where public policy is headed. 

We’ve created a more educated membership through our resource one pagers on how to 

schedule and conduct hill meetings and an FAQ for when you’re on the Hill, work we 

will build on in 2020. We’re giving 2020 Legislative Day attendees more training than 

ever with a webinar on our issues in February and one pagers at least a month in 

advance.  

We’ve made real strides on the Hill despite the ever-increasing partisan deadlock. Our 

strategic to engage more in the public health space has paid off – with NPMA’s help two 

bipartisan public health bills are now law: The SMASH Act and the TICK Act. In just one 

year we’ve done several hundred meetings with members of Congress on what our 

industry does every day to protect public health. It hasn’t all been successes – despite 

the valiant efforts of industry and staff there were no takers on bedbug legislation. But 

even that can’t be counted out – the work industry and staff did further solidified our 

public health credentials.  

We’ve worked beyond public health; NPMA has also engaged on businesses and 

regulatory issues. From education on tax and permitting issues at legislative day to 

NPMA’s more recent efforts to fight the Illicit Cash Act, NPMA continues to advocate for 

businesses large and small. We know your ability to dos business isn’t just issues around 

pesticides, but that tax and labor issues matter too. 

 



NPMA has also stepped up our presence in coalitions. We’ve been active members of the 

Pesticide Policy Coalition for years, but this year we had 4 different staff helping with 

PPC Hill visits on FIFRA. We’ve joined the Vector Based Disease Network (VBDN) 

which has committed to upping their Hill presence in the new year. We’ve also joined a 

business coalition headed by the National Federation of Independent Businesses (NFIB) 

to lobby against the ILLICIT CASH Act and other small business tax issues. Coalitions 

help NPMA punch above our weight and broaden our reach on the Hill. 

We’ve shone light on the sometimes opaque world of campaign finance, with a webinar 

from Open Secrets and one pagers on how to give politically as well as how much 

political money you and your company can give in every state and at the federal level. 

We’ve formed a PAC taskforce to provide direction or Pest PAC and have encouraged the 

Public Policy Committee to provide feedback on candidates across the country. We’ve 

made sure that our PAC is another tool in a well-stocked public policy toolbox. 

We’ve also kept you appraised of what’s happening in DC: from appropriations drama to 

impeachment news, NPMA has been giving the Committee - followed by the rest of the 

association in our weekly emails - an inside track on what’s happening on the Hill. 

We’ve also watched every debate and townhall so you don’t have to, providing 

immediate commentary about policy and politics on stage.  

If 2018 was a year of putting in the grunt work on our issues, 2019 has been a year spent 

reaching the next level in the way we interact with the Hill, with our membership and 

our allies. We’ve been able to build on our successes and learn from our challenges. 

2020 won’t be easy in DC due to impeachment and an election, but NPMA is ready. 

Ready to hit the Hill hard on another federal preemption push, ready to create more 

resources for our members, ready to knock out most of our strategic plan. 

It has been a pleasure working with each and every one of you this year, and I can’t wait 

to tackle 2020 with you. 
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